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.+ In 1934, when Eichmann applied successfully for a job, the
8D, iwas a relatively new apparatus in the $.5., founded two
(% yeais earlier by Heinrich Himmler to serve as the Intelligence
5 _8 ‘of the wﬁ@ and nos_ wown& 3- _Nmawmn& E&&Haw a
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”__A 2 m.__a_& _ .m.&aa%_ E&S Hnm EE& task rm& _umoﬂ to mE‘ _on
membets, and thus to give the S.8. an ascendangy over
gitlar vmﬁw apparatus. Meanwhile it had taken on some
ou&_ aczmm gneBEm the Eogmnon and _.oc.omnnw 8:3_..

._no_n_ m _uan_ oE ::E mowﬁoﬁwov Gmm mEEcmﬂ EEE&Q.

_..Ed %ﬁmowamunm but He seems 8
ither om the pature of the $.D, when wa
thisis mE% possible, begause the aperations of the. ST hi m
‘aliays been top secret. As:far as he was concerned, it was afl'a
misunderstanding and at first “a great &m»wwcﬁgmuﬁ For 1
_ thought' this was what I had read about in the Miinchener
" Hiysitrierten. Zeitung; when the high Party officials drove along,
- there were commando guards with them, men standing on the
running boards of the cars. . , . In short, I had mistaken the
Security Service of the Reichsfiihrer $.S. for the Reich Security
Service . . . and nobody set me right and no one told me any-
thing. For I had had not the slightest notion of what now was
revealed to me.” The question of whether he was telling the
truth had a certain bearing on the trial, where it had to be

decided whether he had voluntecred for his position or mmm.
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. Nazis. During: the war, Several services competed bitterly, f

- o five Baun.m of mnmmﬁmmoﬁw. ro. was m.ﬁ Eno E@
 departmient concerned: with Jews. This was' the real wn '

i oty mﬁa _.E_ur&m -anhounced plans for ' rearmament;
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been drafted into it. His misunderstanding, if such it was, is not
inexplicable; the S.S. or Schutzstaffeln had originally been
established as special units for the protection of the Party
leaders. _

His disappointment, however, consisted chiefly in that he had

- to start all over again, that he was back at the bottom, and his

only consolation was that there were others who had made the
same mistake., He was put into the Information departmen,
where his first job .was to file all: information concening
Fréemasonry (which in the early Nazi ideological muddle was
somehow __EBHU& with Judaism, Catholicism, and OoEB_.Ean_,
and to liélp in the establishment of 4 m.nmmEmmoEw museuni. He
riow had ‘amiple oppartunity to- learn -what this wﬁmzma word.
Ea.ﬁ; Emﬁ Hm:ou_uagma Wmn EBS; at him in _En ; di

noEEmEcSn:w nwoﬁ wnmu:om ﬁwm 42.% ormﬁmoﬁonmﬂ

hongr of mmn»u__mwﬁm mnn.uoimv miuseums and librarie
to this strangs craze the salvage of maty ‘great, n::ﬁ& tre;
em mﬁeﬁmmﬁ H mﬂQv ﬂro :.,Q_Eo was Smﬁ EEM@ we

14 ﬁEnw wis to end in the Jerusalem: court:
as the’ uamn 1935; when Germany, contrary to the:
“the .H.Hom@ of <oamm=om introdiced mﬁuonm_

thie GEEEm of an air force and a navy. It was also the u_a
Germany, rmcEm left the League of Nations in 1933, pr :
neither’ quietly nor secretly the occupation: of the mﬂE.mﬁmdN&
zone of the Rhineland. It was the time of Hitler’s peate m@@nn&mw
—“Germany needs peace and desires: peace,” “We recognize
Poland as the home of a great and nationally conscious people;”

_“Germany neither intends nor wishes to interfere in the internal

affairs  of Austria, to annex Austria, or to conclude an
Anschluss”—and, above all, it was the year when the Nazi
regime won general and, unhappily, genuine recogaition in
Germany and abroad, when Hitler was admired everywhere as
a great national statesman. In Germany itself, it was a time of
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transition. Because of the enormous rearmament program,
unemployment had been liquidated, the initial resistance of the
working class was broken, and the hostility of the regime, which
had at first been directed primarily against “anti-Fascists™—
Communists, Socialists, left-wing intellectuals, and Jews in

prominent positions—had not -yet shifted entirely to persecution

of the Jews qua Jews, _
- To be sure, one of the first steps taken by the Nazi govern-

ment; back in 1933, had been the exclusion of Jews from the

. Q.S_ Service (which in Germany included all teaching ﬁomeoam.u
Jfrom. grammar school to university, and most branches of the
_ ,mE_wnm_.uEwE industry, including radio, the theater, -the: opera,
.+ -and concerts) and, in general, their removal from public offices,
w.mn_,mmﬁnm business remained almost untouched iintil. | nid
et the Iegal and medical professions were -on
ished; although Jewish students were excludéd
efsities. and ‘were nowhere: permitted to. graduat i
ews. inthese. years, proceeded in a not unduly accelerat
generally orderly fashion, and the currency restrictions 1
it” difficult, but not impossible, for Jews.to take . their

S.ﬁ,aﬁn,?@mﬂnmﬁmﬁ@:yE____Mom&@ eountry. were
sathe for non-Jews; they dated back to the. days ofthe
ar- Republic. There were a certain number,. of Eirizelak-
. individual actions putting pressure on Jews: to sell. theit
ity at often ridicylously low prices, but fhese
- ed in small towns and, indeed, could be trace
- $pontaneous, “individual™ initiative of some enterprisipg S
mmm,,m the go-called S.A. men, who, exceépt for thetr; officér

it;ls true, never stopped these “excesses,” but 'the' Nazi
Aauthorities were not too happy about them, because they affected
the value of real estate all over the country. The emigrants,
unless they were political refugees, were young people - whe
realized that there was no future for them in Germany. -And
since they soon found-out that there was hardly any future for
them in other European countries. either, some Jewish emigrants
actually returned during this period. When Eichmann was asked
how he had reconciled his personal feelings about Jews with the

outspoken and violent anti-Semitism of the Party he had joined,

. barest-

merely legalized 4 de facro situation. Hence, the Nure

Ds; Were mostly recruited from the lower classes., The. police; .
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he replied with the proverb: “Nothing’s as hot when you eat it
as when it's being cooked”—a proverb that was then on the lips
of many Jews as well. They lived in a.fool’s paradise, in which,
for a few years, even Streicher spoke of a “legal solution” of the
Jewish problem. It took the organized pogroms of November,
1938, the so-called Kristallnacht or Night of Broken Glass, when
seventy-five hundred Jewish shop windows were broken, all
Synragogues went up in flanies, and twenty thousand Jewish men
were taken off to concentration camps, to expel them from it,
The frequently forgotten point of the matter is that the
famous Nuremberg Laws, issued in the fall of 1935, had failed
to do the trick. The testimony of three witnesses' from Germany,,
high-ranking former officials of the Zionist organization"who. left
Germany shorily before the outbreak Hf the. war, gave only the.
ipse into: the. true state of affairs during the first it
he Nazi regime. The Nuremberg Laws had deprived
theit political but not of their civil rights; they were,

no.__%%n cltizens (Rejchsbirger), but they remained memibers of -
the German state (Staatsangehorige). Bven if they emigrated, they

were .not . automatically stateless. Sexual intereotrse berween |
Jows ‘and ‘Gerthans, and the contraction " of mixed marriages,
were: forbidden, Also, no Germen woman under. the age of
forty-five could be employed in a Yewish. household. Of these
mﬂ_mﬁmm@mww_oE% the last was of practical significance; thie others:

Laws: were: felt to have stabilized the new situation of ‘Jews: in
the .German Reich, They had been second-class citizens, to- put-
it mildly, since January 30, 1933; their almost complete separé-
tion from the rest of the population had been achieved in a -
matter of weeks or _..bopEmltEE:mw terror but also throngh: the
more than ordinary connivance of those around them. “There
was a wall between Gentiles and Jews,” Dr. Benno Cohn of
Berlin. testified. “I cannot remember ‘speaking to a Christian
during all my journeys over Germany.” Now, the Jews felt, they

~had received laws of their own and would no longer be out-

lawed. If they kept to themselves, as they had been forced to do

anyhow, they would be able to live unmolested. In the words of
the Reichsvertretung of the Yews in Germany (the national
association of all communities and organizations, which had been
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and over, he thought of bmw&w mbﬁrw_m but g “political solu-

tion” (as opposed to the later “physical solution,” the first mean-
ing expulsion and the second extermination) and how to “get
some firm ground under the feet of the Jews.” (It may be worth
mentioning that, as late as 1939, he seems to have protested
- against desecrators of Herz[’s grave in Vienna, and there are
reports of his presence in civilian clothes at the commemoration
of the thirty-fifth anniversary of Herzl’s death, Strangely enough,
he did not talk about these things in Jerusalem, where he con-
tinuously boasted of his good relations with J. ewish officials,) In
-~ .order to help in this enterprise; he bégan spreading the gospel
*.., among his §.S. comrades, giving lectires and writing ‘pamphlets.
* He' then acquired a smattering of Hebrew, which enabled. him
;10 1ead haltingly a Yiddish fiewspaper—not a very difficult.
-accomplishment, sinice Yiddish, basically an old German dialeet

An Hebrew letters, can be understood by any. Getmans
-Speaking’ person who hag mastered a few dozen Hebrew words. -
eveén read one more book, Adolf Bihm's History of Zionism
ing the tria] he kept confusing it with Herzl's Judenstaar),
. and this was perhaps a considerable achievement for a man who,
" bw his own account, had always been utterly reluctant to Tead
thing except newspapers, and who, to the. distress . of his

¢, had. never availed himself of the books in the, family
» Following up Béhm, he studied the oxganizational setup . -
Zionist movement, with all its parties, youth groups, and
ent: programs. This did not yet make him an “authority,”
was énough to earn him an assignment as official spy.on:
ionist offices and on thejr meetings; it is worth notirig that
schooling in Jewish affairs was almost eatirely concerned |
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founded in September, 1933, on the initiative of the Berlin
community, and was in no way Nazi-appointed), the intention
-of the Nuremberg Laws was “to establish a level on which a
bearable relationship between the German and the Jewish
people [became] possible,” to which a member of the Berlin
community, a radical Zionist, added: “Life is possible under
every law. However, in complete ignorance of what is permitted
and-what is not one cannot live, A useful and respected citizen
one can also be as a member of a minority in the midst of a
. §reat people” (Hans Lamm, Uber die Entwicklung des deutschen
. Tudentums, 1951). And since Hitler, in' the Réhm purge in 1934,
o had broken the power of the S.A.,, the Storm Troopers in brown
-~ shirts who had been almost exclusively responsible for the early
-pogroms and atrocities, and since the Jews were .c:mm?mw uha-
Wware .of the growing power of the black-shirted S.5., -Who -
- Oediharily abstained from what Eichmann: contemptuoysly  called
- thie: “Stiirmer methods,” they generally believed that a modus
“vivendi' would be possible; they even offered to cooperate in
“the solution of the Jewish question.” In short, when Eichmatin
entered upon E_m,%?gnnmmbi in Jewish affairs, on which, four
years later, he was to be the recognized “expert,” and .when ‘he
made his first contacts with Jewish fun¢tionaries, both, Zionisty
and Assimildtionists talked in terms of g great “Jewish revivdl”
& “great constiuctive movement of German Jewry,” and they
still quarreled among themselves in ideological terms about. the
desirability. of Jewish emigration, as though this depended upon
‘their own degisions, . o I
-+ Edchmann’s account during the police examination of how he
was introduced into the new department—distorted, of course,
but not wholly devoid of troth—oddly recalls thig fool’s para-
dise, The first thing that happened was that his new Boss, a’

iy,

witte Zionism, . ]

- -His first personal contacts with Tewish functionaries, all of
them well-known Zionists of long standing, were thoroughly satis-
factory. The reason he became so fascinated by the “Jewish

© question,” he explained, was his own “idealism™; these Jews,
unlike the Assimilationists, whom he always despised, and
vnlike- Orthodox Jews, who bored him, were “idealists,” like
him. An “idealist,” according to Eichmann’s notions, was not ,
merely a man who believed in an “idea”™ or someone who did
not steal or accept bribes, though these Qualifications were

ﬁnunnm to be, an engineer by profession), required him to read
Theodor Herzl's Der Judenstaat, the famous Zionist classic,
which converted Eichmann promptly and forever to Zionism, This
seems to have been the first serious book he ever read and it made
a lasting impression on him, From then on, as he repeated over

By
:

——



42 Eichmann in Jerusalem

- indispensable. An “idealist” was a man who Fived for his idea—
hence he could not be a businessman—and who was prepared
i to sacrifice for his idea everything and, especially, everybody.
' When he said in the police examination that he would have
L sent his own father to his death if that had been required, he did
l not mean merely to stress the extent to which he was under
_ _ ordets, and ready to obey them; he also meant to show what an
. “idealist” he had always been. The perfect “idealist,” like every-
* . body else, had of course his personal feelings and emotions, but
he: would never permit them to interfere with his actions if they
-camei into conflict with his “idea.” The. greatest “idealist”
“ichimann. ever. encountered among. the -Jews was: Dr. Rudolf
. with ‘whom he negotiated during the Jewish deports-

om, Hungary-and with whom he came to-an agreement

ad Jews to Palestine (the traing were in fact guaided
rmat police) i exchange for “quiet and order™ in the
ony - which . hundreds ‘of- thousands were shipped ' to
Auschwitz. The few thousand saved by the agreement, prominent
Jews:and membets of the Zionist youth organizations, were; in
] ann’s words, “the best biological miaterial,” Dz.. Kastner,
mani understoed it, had sacrificed his fellow-Jews to his
and this was as it should be. Judge Benjamin Halevi,
e-three judges at Bichmann’s trial, had been in charge
¢: Kastrer: trial in Israel, at which Kastner had to- defend
sfor his cooperation with Eichmann and other highs
anking Nezis; in Halevi’s opinion, Kastner had “sold his soul
1g-the; devil.” Now that the devil himself was in the dock he
furnéd out to be an “idealist,” and though it may be hdrd to
believe, it is quite possible that the one who sold his soul had
also béen an “idealist.” - P o
Long before all this happened, Eichmann was given his first

opportunity to apply in practice what he had learned during his
apprenticeship. After the Anschluss (the incorporation of -Aus-
tria into the Reich), in March, 1938, he was sent to Vienna to
' organize a kind of emigration that had been utterly unknown
in Germany, where up to the fall of 1938 the fiction was main-
tained that Jews if they so desired were permitted, but were not

forced, to leave the country. Among the reasons German Jews

”_Em +he,. Eiehmanh, - would perniit -the “illegal” departure of a -
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believed in the fiction was the program of the NSDAP,,
formulated in 1920, which shared with the Weimar Constitution
the curious fate of never being officially abolished; its Hﬁmu&?
" Five Points had even been declared “unaltorable” by Hitler.
Seen in the light of later events, its anti-Semite provisions were
harmless indeed: Jews could not be full-fledged citizens, they
could not hold Civil Service positions; they were to be excluded
. from the press, and all those who had acquired German citizen-
ship after August 2, 1914—the date of the outbreak of the

.- First'World War—were to be denaturalized, which meant  they

were subject to expulsion. (Characteristically, the amnumﬁﬁmum.
tion, was carried out immediately, but ths. wholesale expulsion
- of sdte, fifteen thousand Jews, who from one day-to the next.
were shoved across: the Polish border at Zbaszyn, wheré. thes
‘proinptly put into camps, took. place. only five' yéar

Nazis’ rise to power, these Twenfy-Five Points had been:ng..
. “merethan a concession to the party system and to such prospec:
tive yoters as were old-fashioned enough to ask what was.
Am. of the. party they were going to join. Eichmann; ay we
cent, was -free of such deplorablé habits, and when, he
 Jerusalem. court that he had not known Hitler’s program
“likely - spoke the truth: “The Party. program did fiot
e, you knéw what you were joining.” The Jews, on the
ther hand, were old-fashioned enotgh to kmow the Twenty-

" . Five. Points by heart and to believe in them; whatever con..

tradicted -the legal implementation of the Party program they
ténded to ascribe to temporary, “revolutionary excesses” of
- undiseiplined members or groups. - ‘ _ _
 But what happened in Vienna in March, 1938, was. alto-
gether different. Eichmann's task had been defined as :mcun_&m
emigration,” and the ‘words meant exactly what they said: all
Jews, regardless of their desires and regardless of their citizen-
ship, were to be forced 10 emigrate—an act ‘which in ordinary
language is called expulsion. Whenever Eichmann thought

back to the twelve years that were his life, he singled out his
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year in Vienna as head om the Center for Emigration of Aus-
trian Jews as its happiest and most successful period. Shortly
before, he had been promoted to officer’s rank, becoming an
Qa‘ma.nzwim jhrer, or lieutenant, and he had been commended
for his “comprehensive knowledge of the methods of organiza-
tion and ideology of the opponent, Jewry.” The assignment in
Vienna was his first \Eﬁo;m:e job, his whole career, which had

progressed rather slowly, was in the balance. He must.have been-

frantic to make good, and his success was spectacular: in eight
months, forty-five thousand Jews left Austria, whereas no more
‘than nineteen thousand left Germany in the same period; in. less
“than eighteen months, Austria was- “cleansed™ of close to a hun-
mﬂoa and fifty thousand woommo roughly sixty per cent of: its
i m__ owc_mﬁon all of whom: left the country “legally”; gven
the oiitbteak of the war, some- sixty thousand: Jews ‘o,oz_E

H.Hog &m #m ao :“g 55 _uum_o aom Eﬁ. Bmmo K: m: &ﬁ

ch _g_w QEB& roénéu. _uw E_w:nm:o:, Eo Hmnmm: E._.._SHT
v the. other: band, bound [as Yad Vashem’s mzmnn.nﬁcn it]
mmbsmno “thiesis of mﬁ mm.EnEmEQ am@onﬁwﬁﬁ |

R%Eﬁ acht, “was. wﬁﬁo and: ingenious, nnezmw
Tewish ‘community; we extracted a certain mEoE:

from the fich- Jews who. wanted to emigrate. By _umwﬁum this

mBo..En and an additional sum in foreign currency, 5@% ‘made
it possible for poor Jews to leave. The problem was not to' make
the rich Jews leave, but to get rid of the Jewish mob.” And this
“problem” was not solved by Eichmann. Not until the trial was
over was it learned from the Netherlands State Institute for War
Documentation that Erich Rajakowitsch, a “brilliant lawyer”
*whom Eichmann, according to his own testimony, “employed
for the handling of legal questions in the central offices for

Jewish emigration in Vienna, Prague, and Berlin,” had origi-

~ is] ?nnﬂoaw:mm did no need magg fo. eonvince m_mB of:
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nated the idea of the “emigration funds.” Somewhat later, in
April, 1941, Rajakowitsch was sent to Holland by Heydrich in
order to “establish there a central office which was to serve as a
model for the ‘solution of the Jewish question’ in all oooswam
countries in Europe,”

Still, enough problems remained that could be solved only
in the course of the operation, and there is no’doubt that here:
Eichmann, for the first time in his life, discovered in himself
some special qualities. There were two things he could do well,
better than others: he could organize and he could, _megotiate.
Immediately upon his arrival, he opened negotiations with the
repiesentatives of the Jewish community, whom ke had first to
liberate from mﬁmomm and nonomuﬁmﬁon camps, Eﬁn@. E@
“rg Emcme 7éal® in Austria, mnom% oxooon_am ‘the ¢at
:@ » in QQEE? had regulted in the'. imp}
28 ally all prominent Yews, After this experience; th

des: u?:ﬂw ‘of mE_mnm&oP Rather;, m_mw Eho .
enormous difficalties. which lay ahead. >wm=..n mncB ﬁv@‘mﬁmno_&
m_HoEoE already “solved,” the chief difficulty 1ay in the number
of papers every emigrant had to assemble before he coutd Teaye
the. _oozns% Each of the. papers was 4.&5 only for a HEE&

| gn $o that the validity of the first had usually nmw:&_;omm“

s the last could be obtained. Once Eichmann understood

efor:

. ' how the whole m:_um worked, or, n&ab did hot, work, _.wo.‘,‘m_n@ow _ _ o
“gounsel with himself” and “gave birth to the idea
. thought; would do justice to. both parties.” He. _Emm_umm.u

which, T
“an
assémbly line; at whesé beginnings the first documient is put,
and then the other papers, and at its end the: passport would
have to come out as the end product.” This covld be reafized if
all the officers concerned—the Ministry of Finance, the income
tax ﬁmoﬂm the mowom the Jewish community, etc.—were housed
under the same roof and forced to do their work on the spot, in
the presence of the applicant, who would no longer have to run
from office to office and who, presumably, would also be spared
having some humiliating chicaneries practiced on him, and cer-
tain expenses for bribes. When everything was ready and the
assembly line was doing its work smoothly and quickly, Eich-
mann “invited” Eo Jewish functionaries from Berlin to inspect
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it. They were appalled: “This is like an automatic factory, like a
flour mill connected with some bakery. At one end you put in a
Jew who still has some property, a factory, or a shop, or a bank
account, and he goes through the building from counter to
counter, from office to office, and comes out at the other end
without any money; without any rights, with only a passport on
which it says: ‘You must leave the country within a fortnight.
Othierwise you will £0 to a concentration camp.’

This; of course, was essentially the truth about the procedure,
_u_: it was not the whole truth, For these Jews could not be left
ithout any money,” for the simple reason that without it no
nosEQ at this date would have taken them, They n¢eded, and
mn.on m:ﬁ. v@.‘m&mmm&& the amotmt Emw rmn to mros in

ﬁ .qoﬁmw Euomonmmam m_ﬁomm to mownuﬂ ?E_m H.BB 9@
g%& oammﬁumﬁoum and Emmm ?:am ana ﬂwwn mcE UM

uomnl.oaa dollar, mon Emnm:nw“ mm moE for . 5 en mo
n its market value was 4.20 markst Bt wis o_u_mmw
&m% 92 E@ noBB E&, mﬁ::& noﬂ om@ Eo Eos.ww,

Eo Fﬁ% it noma& for its own ?smnq anmnaﬂm m.nﬂﬁ-
} EH_BEE did pot make momm_go this deal without

| ounoaam:um considerable opposition from the German financial

authorities, the EEEQ and the Treasury, which, after all, could
not remain unaware of the fact that these transactions qu:E&
to. 2 devaluation of:the mark.

Bragging was ﬁ_wﬂ vice that was Eichmann’s undoing. Tt was
sheer rodomontade’ -when he told his men during the last days
of the war: “T will® jump into my grave laughing, because the
fact that ¥ have the death of five million Jews [or “enemies of the
Reich,” as he always claimed to have said] on my .conscience
gives me extraordinary satisfaction.” He did not jump, and if he
had anything on his conscience, it was not murder but, as it
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tarned out, that he had once slapped the face of Dr. Josef
Lwenherz, head of the Vienna Jewish community, who later
became one of his favorite Jews. (He had apologized in front

“of his staff at the time, but this incident kept bothering him.)

To claim the death of five million Jews, the approximate total
of losses suffered from the combined efforts of all Nazi offices
and authorities, was preposterous, as he knew very well, but he
had kept repeating the damning sentence ad nauséam to every-
one who would listen, even twelve years later in Asgentina,
bécause it gave him “an extraordinary sense of elation io think
that [he] was exiting from the stage in this way.” (Formet
Fammﬂommgﬂ Horst Grell, a witness for the defense, i@. had
‘known Bichmann in Hungary, testified that-in his opinion _.m.o_.,.-
mann was boasting, That must have Been obvious to everyone
who heard him utter his absurd claim.) It was sheer boasting
when he pretended he had “invented” the ghetto system ot ‘had
“given birth to the idea” of shipping all European Jews to Mada~
gascar. The Theresienstadt ghetto, of which Eichmann claimed
“paternity,” was established years after the" ghetto system: Had
been introduced into the Eastern occupied: teftitories, and setting
ap a special mwa:o for certain privileged categories was; like
the ghetto system, the “idea” of Heydrich. The Madagasear plan
mmnEm to have wénn :.coB in Em cﬁomﬁm om Em Qﬂan

&&8& to put mogS ‘some “basic &oszm: _.o= wcé mcoﬁ four
million Jews might be transported from Europe after the war—
presumably to Palestine, since the Madagascar project was top
seciet. (When confronted at the trial with the Lowenherz report,
Eichmann did net deny its authorship; it was one of the féw
moments when he appeared genuinely embarrassed.) ' What-
eventually led to his capture was his compulsion to talk big-—
he was “fed up with being an anonymous wanderer between the
worlds”—and this compulsion must have grown considerably,
stronger -as time passed, not only because he had nothing to do .
that he could consider worth doing, but also because the postwar :
era had bestowed so much unexpected “fame” upon him.

But bragging is a common vice, and a more specific, and also *
more decisive, flaw in Eichmann’s character was his almost total
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:.SE:Q ever to look at anything from the other fellow’s point of
view. Nowhere was this flaw more conspicuous than in his
account of the Vienna episode. He and his men and the Jews
were all “pulling together,” and whenever there were any
difficulties the Jewish functionaries would come running to him
“to unburden their hearts,” to tell him “all their grief and
sorrow,” and to ask for his help. The Jews “desired” to
; emigrate, and he, Eichmann, was there to help them, because it
- S0 happened that at the same time the Nazi authorities had

T ooEQmmP and Ey Eichmann, could “do justice to both parties.”
'+ At the trial, he niever gave an inch when it came to this part of

- © d so-much,™ the Jews might not be too happy ta recall
ulling together” and he did not want “to hurt their feel-

The German text of the taped police examingtion, conducted
om Ew“\fwmwp@mc“ to January 17, 1961, each page corrected
-/ ¢ rand-approved by Eichmann, constitutes a veritable gold ‘mine

*+ for -av psychologist—provided he is wise enough to understand
R the Woﬂwcmﬂ,_ng. be rot only Iudicrous but outright mﬁﬁ..n._%..
e Eichmann’s heroic fight with the German, language, which
lably defeats him. It is funny when he speaks, passim, of
o yanged ‘words™ (gefliigeite. Worte, a German colloquialism, for
- famous guotes from the classics) when he means stock phrases,
- Rédensarten, or slogans, Schlagworte. It was fanny- when, dur.

M . German by the presiding judge, he used the phrase “kontra
e mnvma.: (to give tit for tat), to indicate that he had resisted
Lo .mmmmnb.m efforts to liven up his stories; Judge Landau, obviously
‘ ignorant of the mysteries of card games, did not understand, and
Eichmann could not think of any other way to put it. Dimly
aware of a defect that must have plagued him even in school—
it amounted to a mild case of aphasia-—he apologized, saying,
~ “Officialese [Amissprache] is my onty language.” But the point
here is that officialese became his langnage because he was
genuinely incapable of uttering a single sentence that was not a

cliché. (Was it these clichés that the psychiatrists thought so

- expressed a desire 10 see their Reich judenrein. The two desires .

 expressed in the same words. The longer ope listened to him, the

~ing the cross-examination on the Sassen documents, conducted in
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“normal” and “desirable”? Are these the “positive ideas” a
clergyman hopes for in those to whose souls he ministers? Eich-
mann’s best oppdrtunity to show this positive side of his
character. in Jerusalem came when the young police officer in
charge of his mental and psychological well-being handed him
Lolita for relaxation. After two days Eichmann' returned i,
visibly indignant; “Quite an uawholesome book”—“Das ist aber
ein sehr unerfreuliches Buch”—he told his guard.) To be sure,

‘the judges were right when they finally told the accused that all

he had said was “empty talk”—except that they thought the empti-
ness was feigned; and that the accused wished to ¢over up. other
thoughts which, though hideous, were not empty. ‘This. supposi-
tion seems refuted by the striking consistenicy with- whi

Eichtharm, ‘despite his rather bad methory, repeated word for !

weord the samg: stock plirases and self-invented clichéy; (w g
did succeed in constructing a sentence of his:own, he repea d
it until it became a cliché) each time he reférred. to- an iteident
or ‘event ‘of importance to him. Whether writing his memoirs in
Argentita or in Jerusalem, whether speaking to the police -
exafiiner or to the court, what he said was &é@m the- same,

more; ohvious it becamie that his inability to speak was closely !
contiected with an inability to #hink, namely, to- think front the
staiidpoint of somebody else. No communication was. possible
with him, ot becduse he Hed but becaise he was surrounded
by the most reliable of all safeguards against the words and
the presence of others, and hence against reality as sueh, -

Thus, 'confronted for eight months with the reality of being .
exantined by a Jewish policenan, Eichmann did not have. the
slightest hesitation in explaining to him at considerable lenigth,
ard repeatedly, why he had been unable to attain a higher
grade in the.S.S., that this was not his fault. He had done
everything, even asked to be sent fo active military duty—“Off .

_to the front, I said to myself, then the Srandartenfithrer:

[coloneley] will come quicker.” In court, on the contrary, he pre-
tended he had asked to be transferred because he wanted to
escape his murderous duties. He did not insist much on this,
though, and, strangely, he was not confronted with his utterances
to Captain Less, whom he also told that he had hoped to be
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nominated for the FEinsatzgruppen, the mobile killing units in
the East, because when they were formed, in March, 1941, his
office was “dead”—there was no emigration any longer and
deportations had not yet been started. There was, finally, his
greatest ambition—to be promoted to the job of police chief in
some German town; again, nothing doing. What makes these
‘pages of the examination so funny is that all this was told in
the tone of someone who was sure of finding “normal, human”
sympathy for a hard-luck story. “Whatever I prepared and

.m_mmuaau everything went wrong, my persondl affairs ay well

Y womnm-uobm effcrts to obtain land and soil for the Jews. I
wﬁoﬁ mchEEm was as if under an- nSH mmnﬁ ‘whatever

_m Saonnm m:a: 5 a mo_.BE. oououm_ of aﬁ m m.. he
Hu_ & m_aamu&. m:&unbm with nmmn. “I am . very much

mﬂ, Em_“ mﬁwﬂmmm me 424 Ecnu anma Hﬁ mm &Hom@ﬂwww.

_ w E&mwm omnaa 5 Em Houm oﬂnmm_ _umn W@_nwmgﬂon m m. and

__‘Eﬁomaﬁmﬂ EuﬁEbmem H monn _Boi what to mww " He never

ief. of the German Police, although he by no means admired

. Eﬂﬁv tiiggered-in him a mechanism that had become completely.
. unalterable. The presence of Captain Less, a Jew from Germany
© '@nd unlikely in any case to think that members- of the S.S.

m%mnomn in their careers through the exercise of high moral qual-
ities; did not for a moment throw this mechanism out of gear.
Now- and then, the comedy breaks into the horror itself, and
resulis in  stories, mz.mmEﬁmE% true enough, whose macabre
hunror casily surpasses that of any Surrealist mvention. Such
was the story told by Eichmann during the police examination .
about the unlucky Kommerzialrat Storfer of Vienna, one of the
representatives of the Jewish community, Fichmann had received
a-telegram from Rudolf Hoss, Commandant of Auschwitz, telling
him that Storfer bad arrived and had urgently requested to see
Eichmann, “I said to mysel: O.K., this man has always behaved

“Well, my dear old friend {7a, mein licber guien Siotfer

inte hiding or wanted to bolt, which, after all, you did n¢
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well, that is worth my while . . . Tll go there mysclf and see
what is the matter with him. And I go to Ebner {chief of the
Gestapo in Vienna], and Ebner says—I remember it only
vaguely—Tf only he had not been so clumsy; he went into
hiding and tried to escape,’ something of the sort, And the- police
arrested him and sent him to the concentration camp, and,
according to the orders of the Reichsfiihrer [Himmler]; no one
could get out once he was in. Nothing could be done, neither
Dt. Ebner nor I nor anybody else could do anything about it.

I weant to Auschwitz and asked Hoss to'see Storfer, “Yes, yes
‘[Hiss said], lie is in one of the labor gangs.’ ‘With Storfer &8?.

ward, well, it was -normal mﬁ@ ‘human, we rmm a normal

&

human encountér, He told me all his grief and sotrow: I
nn_.ﬁm_bq got it} What rottcn luck!” And ¥ also sai
really ‘cannot F&w you, because mooo&Em to ordets -
iihrer nobody can get out. I can’t get you out; Dr. E
can’t get you out, ¥ hear you made a mistake, that you-w t

to do.’ [Eichmann meant-that Storfer, as a J ewish fanctio
had immupity from deportation.] T forget what his nnw_%_., to
was, And then I asked him how he was. And he said,
W mawwna if he couldn’t be let off work, it was “hedvy
And then ¥ said to. Hoss: “Work—Storfet won’t have. to-
But Hoss said: .m‘,.ﬁwonn works here.” So I said: ‘O 14
‘PIL make out a chit to the effect that Storfer has to _Sow the gravel.
paths in o&ﬁ. with a broom,’ there were little gravel paths there;
‘and that he has the right to sit down with his broom o one & the:

benches.” [To Storfer] I said: ‘Will that be m: EmE“ Mr: mSHAE..‘

Will that suit you? Whereupon he was very pleased, and. we.

shook hands, and then he was m@g the broom and sat down on
his bench, It was a great inner joy to me that I could at least see
the man with sroE T had worked for so many long years, and
that we could speak with each other.” Six weeks after this normal
human encounter, Storfer was dead—not gassed, mmmmnozm%u but

shot.

Is this a textbook case of bad faith, of lying sclf-deception com-
bined with outrageous stupidity? Or is it simply the case of the

A nm o e B
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eternally unrepentant criminal (Dostoevski once mentions in his

diarics that in Siberia, among scores of murderers, rapists, and
burglars, he never met a single man who would admit that he had
done wrong) who cannot afford to face reality because his crime
has become part and parcel of it? Yet Eichmann’s case is differ-
ent from that of the ordinary criminal, who can shield himself
mmocgo_w against the reality of a non-criminal world only, within
thé narrow limits of his gang, Eichmann needed only to recall
the past in ordet to feel assured that he was not lying and that ke

- orce seen. iy perfect harmony. And that German sqciety of. eighty
_milijon people: had been shielded against nmme and factuality by

il ¢ ‘means,. the same . momlaonmwmabv lies, -and

dity that had niow. become Emam_hom
és. owm__m@m from year to year, 2 &a 93“ m_.mn_zou& con-
omow other; moreoever, they were not necessarily the
. the various branches of the wmnw “hierarchy or the
: large. But the practice of- moz.monomno: had become
on; -almost, a moral prerequisite for survival, that even
mEnmb years. after the no:mmmm of the Nazi regime, when
of;-the :specific content of its lies has been forgotten, it is

&omﬁn ol :Em cmﬁm % aomﬂnw for Eo QQ.BME mgﬁmgw Ema
al: Ea,uw des a.mzanwma q\aﬁmﬂu ooEnm Q___uoa 3 E_nﬁ.

nocna, it msmmom»mn _maa that Eo war was o émﬁ moooum that
it was, started by destiny and not by Germany; and, third, that it

‘was a matter of life and death for the QonEmEm who must -

anmihilate their enemies or be annihilated.

Eichmann’s astounding willingness, in Emmunum as well as in
HmEmw_GB to admit his crimes was due less to his own criminal
capacity for self-deception than to the aura of &.mntmﬂo men-
dacity that had constituted the general, and moﬂmnmzw accepted,
mcﬁommwm_d of the Third Reich. “Of course” he had played a role
in the extermination of the Jews; of course if he “had not trans-
ported them, they would not have been delivered to the butcher.”

Was ot ded eiving himsclf, for he and thie world he lived in had -

m_ngmubm Eonﬂmm. :

-diffi Em not to @argm Emn Bmsmmnﬁw wmm cmhoaa an.

“of the:d ithredk of the war or of the invasion: of Russi
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“What,” he asked, “is ﬁ_ano to ‘admit’?”* Now, he mncoo&& he
;ioa_m like to find peace with [his] former enemies”--a sentiment
he shared not only with Himmler, who had expressed it during the
last year of the war, or with the Labor Front leader Robert Ley
(who, before he committed suicide in Nuremberg, had proposed
the establishment of a “conciliation committee” consisting of the
Nazis responsible for the massacres. and the Jewish .,Enis_;u
but also, unbelicvably, with many o&EmQ Germans, who were
heard to express themselves in exactly the same terms at the énd
of -the war. This outrageous cliché was no longer issued to them
HBE above, it was.a. self-fabricated stock phrase, as devoid: om
Emﬁ% as .,.remo nrownm Eﬂ which the ﬁnow_m had: lived for twelvi
gears; and you could almost see what an :oﬁSﬁ&uﬂ% monma‘%
elation” it gave to @5 mwmwwﬂ the momént: it me%nn o
,Ea:,_&. :

His EnBeQ ?3& to be EE@ cEm:mEn mcoﬁ E.ﬁ 1
ally bappened; in & rare moment of exasperation; Judge-Lar
asked the accused: “What can you remember?”’. (if wo.F.aonm
remember the discussions at the so-called Wannseg Confére
which dealt with the various methods  of wmmbmu m@n

answer, of -eourse, was' that Eichmann' remembered: the

_wc_na in his, own: career rather. well, but that they did not: n
- sarily- coincide with the turning points ip the: storyo
. extermination or, 4$ a ‘matter of faet, cﬁ& the turning f

history., ¢(He mwimwm had trouble Hmaaﬁdmn_bm the exact
b But.th
poine of the matter is that he had not forgotten a single, ofie of the
sentences,of his that at one time or another had served: 8 give
him a “sense of elation.” Hence, whenever, during | the. cross:
examination, the judges iried to appeal to his conscience, they
were met with “elation,” and they were outraged as well as. dis-
"concerted when they learned that the accused had at his disposal
a different elating cliché for each périod of his life and each of his
activities. In his mind, there was no contradiction between “T will
jump into my grave laughing,” %Hom:mﬁ for the end of the war,
and “I shall gladly hang myself in public as a warning example
for all anti-Semites. on this earth,” which now, under vastly
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different circumstances; fulfilled exactly the same function of giv-
ing him a lift.

+ These habits of Eichmann’s created considerable difficulty dur-
ing the trial—less for Eichmann himself than for those who had
come to prosecute him, to defend him, to judge him, and to report
on him. For all this, it was essential that one take him ,monmocm?
and this was very hard to do, unless one sought the easiest way
out of the dilemma between the unspeakable horror of the deeds
and the. undeniable ludicrousness of the . man who petpetrated

.~ themy, and declared him a clever, calculating liar—which he ob-

. Viously was not. His own convictions in this matter were- far
i from modest:. “One of the few gifts fate bestowed upon me is a
capacity for truth insofar as it depends upon myself.”-This gift he
d claims of wanted to seftle on him

 even: befote-the prosecut
s he'had not committed. In the di

A cedom,” he

stic warning to “fature historians to be objective

ough-tiot to stray from the path of this. truth recorded: here"—

.BO Gﬂnmﬁmo cvery line of gmmm mOHﬂuU“_mbmm shows, his utter

ance: of everything that was not directly, technically and

ratically, connected with his job, and also shows an ex-
ily faulty memory, o __

all the efforts of the prosecution, everybody. could see

Inan was not a “monster,” but it was difficult inded not

béen. fatal to-the whole énterprise, and was also rather hard

| .to'siistain in view of the sufforings he. and his like had caused to

_.B_Eo:m% wmomhnuEmaommﬁn_“ogmammémwn hardly noticed and
- alimost never reported. What could you do with a man who first
declared, with great emphasis, that the one thing. he had leatned

n an ill-spent life was that one should never take an’ oath
m.,:ﬂommw 1o man, no judge could ever persuade me to make a
Sworn statement, to declare something under oath as a witness,

T refuse it, I refuse it for moral reasons, Since my experience tells

me that if one is loyal to his oath, one day he has to take the
consequences, [ have made up my mind once and for all that no

judge in the world or any other authority will ever be capable
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of making me swear an oath, Sum.mﬁw _ménoBm ﬁmmw_”_h.%ww. I mMMn nM Muo
i tarily and no one will be a e to forc "), and R
MQMWMMMFW _WE explicitly that if he E_ﬁ.ﬁa to ﬂamﬁ_mww _w %Mm_MMM
defense he might “do so under oath or without an oath, . nam%
without further ado that he would prefer to mnmc@ un ow..n.n_ o7
Or who, repeatedly and with a great mwc.i of feeling, assu A m_m._n

court, as he had assured the police @uma___u.a_._. that the éﬁ.ﬂ E_ m
he could do would be to try to escape his true responsibilities,

" to fight for his neck, to plead for Bm,n@|..mb@ then, upon instruc-
cop Om his counsel, submitted a handwritten do

ns.of

ing his plea for mercy? these were questis
ot ichmann was concerned, thes¢ were: questio

-As.far as E
‘ %wwﬁwﬁgﬁ and s long as he was capable of finding, either .

in Bis memory or on the spur of the mament; an &Eﬂ toek

plirase to go with them, he was quite content, without ever becom-
Em»ﬂma of anything like-“inconsistencies.” As we shall s

in the hour of his death.

cument, cohtain-

 Bortible, gift for conseling himself with clichés: ai not leave EE o



